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Latimer Trust 
Monthly Reading List – May 2020  

 

This is a summary of recent books read by Martin Davie, compiling his evaluations and the commendations of others. 

In this edition: 

Author Title Martin’s opinion 

Luke Cawley and 
Kristi Mair (eds) 

Healthy Faith and the 
Coronavirus Crisis 

This collection is a comprehensive evangelical response to the 

Coronavirus pandemic. It is a book that Christians should buy, read 

for themselves, and then circulate around their friends.  

Dirk Jongkind An Introduction to the 
Greek New Testament 

Worries about the reliability of the text can be a distraction from the 

primary calling of the student of the Greek New Testament to 

understand, believe, and obey the New Testament’s message. 

Reading Jongkind’s book will enable those beginning the study of the 

Greek text to set this distraction aside. 

Timothy Keller On Death Keller’s clear and succinct volume will help Christians to think about 

death in a way that is both faithful to Scripture and relevant to our 

culture. This is a book, to read, to share and to give away. Highly 

recommended. 

Peter Leithart The Ten Commandments: 
A Guide to the Perfect 
Law of Liberty 

This is a significant new commentary on the Ten Commandments that 

will be of value both to ministers and to lay Christians as well. Buy, 

read, and learn! 

Grant Macaskill Living in Union with 
Christ: Paul's Gospel and 
Christian Moral Identity 

For those who already have a working knowledge of the writings of 

Paul and are comfortable with academic studies this is a book that 

has a huge amount to offer. It is not just a plea for a better reading of 

Paul, but a full on challenge to the unexamined idolatry that puts us 

rather than Christ at the centre of our lives. 
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Luke Cawley and Kristi Mair (eds), Healthy Faith and the Coronavirus Crisis, IVP, £2.78 (e 

edition available now, paperback edition 18 June) 

Overview:  
This new book from IVP is a collection of short essays by twenty Christian thinkers which explore how it is possible 

for Christians to live spiritually healthy lives in the new context brought about by the advent of Coronavirus.   

In the opening chapter Luke Cawley explains how, when he moved to Romania, friends and colleagues helped him to 

re-orientate himself to living in a new country. ‘They were using their existing knowledge to help me first survive, 

then thrive, in my new home. Unfamiliar realities require reorientation, and they provided it for me.’  

He goes to on to explain that in the face of the coming of Coronavirus:  

This book is designed, in a similar way, to help orient you to the new reality that has burst in on us like the 

tiger who came to tea. It was conceived early in the pandemic, just as the lockdown began, when Kristi Mair 

and I got to talking about the conversations we were having with people via Zoom and Skype. Kristi and I 

have been good friends for almost ten years now and are in the habit of bouncing ideas off each other, 

especially when it comes to our speaking and writing. A throwaway question – ‘What would most help 

people right now?’ – led us to list the areas of life those around us were finding challenging. We then began 

identifying who – like my friends and colleagues in Romania – already had sufficient experience and depth of 

reflection in each area to craft something helpful, informed and engaging.  

We asked each contributor to do three things: to orient readers to their topic as it plays out during the 

Covid-19 pandemic, to shed the light of Jesus and the Christian scriptures on the subject and to offer some 

practical advice. They were asked to write in a way that is intelligible to those unfamiliar with the Christian 

faith though – aside from the first three chapters – without feeling the need to argue for its core tenets.  

The book is in four main sections.  

The first section, ‘reorientation,’ is designed ‘to help orient you to the moment we’re in and where God fits with it 

all’. Its contents are as follows:   

 

1. Orienting to the New Reality (Luke Cawley) 

2. Homecoming: The Art of Being Human (Kristi Mair) 

 

The second section, ‘fragile life,’  ‘looks at some of the more unsettling issues that have come into focus during the 

pandemic: disease, death, grief, loneliness, fear and uncertainty. Its contents are as follows:  

1. Viruses and God's Good Creation: How Do They Fit? (Paul Copan) 

2. The Art of Dying Well: Reflections of a Christian Medic (John Wyatt) 

3. Dancing with Uncertainty: Lessons from the Persecuted Church (Eddie Lyle) 

4. Grief and Comfort: Understanding and Responding to the Experience of Loss (Richard Winter) 

5. Navigating Loneliness: Why It Hurts and How We Can Respond (Ed Shaw) 

6. Healthy Fear: Keeping Calm and Considering Christ (Dan Strange) 

The third section, ‘connected life,’ ‘explores the everyday tasks and relationships that tend to consume most hours 

in a week: work, marriage, singleness and parenting.’ Its contents are as follows:  

1. Stable Disruptions: Furlough, Unemployment, Front Line, and Our Constant Call (Ed Creedy) 

2. Working in God's World: A Time for Recalibration (Cal Bailey) 

3. Connected Singleness: Distance Without Isolation (Kate Wharton) 

4. The Shape of Marriage: Scriptural Principles (Dianne & Derek Tidball) 

5. Communicating With Your Other Half: Tips from the Marriage Coaches (Juliet & Keith Johnson) 

6. Parenting: The Opportunities of Being Trapped With Your Kids (Rachel Turner) 
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The fourth section, ‘growing life,’ ‘focuses on some of the practices that help us flourish during this time and 

beyond.’ Its contents are as follows:   

 

1. Church, Crisis and Creativity: A Chance for Revitalization (Krish Kandiah) 

2. Prayer in Confinement: Postures and Practices for a Flourishing Faith (Jill Weber) 

3. Encountering Scripture: Turning to the Psalms in Times of Trial (Matt Searles) 

4. Viral Conversations: Extending the Hope of Jesus to Friends (Andy Bannister) 

5. The Liberated Imagination: Realities Beyond Restrictions (Mark Meynell) 

6. Infectious Laughter: Humour in an Age of Tragedy (Andy Kind)  

There is also an ‘afterword’ by Tom Wright, ‘God with Us: A Paradigm for Life during the Pandemic’ which is based 

on a podcast he originally gave on Premier Radio and eight appendices:  

1. A Psalm in the Epidemic: Trust Triumphs Over Fear (Pablo Martinez) 

2. How Hope and Patience Embrace Each Other: A Reflection (Pablo Martinez) 

3. Advice for Carers and Relatives: Practical, Medical, & Pastoral issues (John Wyatt) 

4. Current Legal Framework for End-of-life Decisions (John Wyatt) 

5. Sample Statement of Wishes and Values for a Christian Believer (John Wyatt) 

6. Safeguarding Tips for churches (Thirtyone:Eight) 

7. Guidance for Working and Communicating Safely Online (Thirtyone:Eight) 

8. Ten Tips for Working from Home (Luke Cawley) 

Each of the chapters includes a list of books and websites for further exploration.  

Martin’s opinion: 
This collection is a comprehensive evangelical response to the Coronavirus pandemic. It contains serious theological 

reflection, as well as pastoral insight and practical advice and is an invaluable resource for any Christian wanting to 

think about the issues it covers. It is a book that Christians should buy, read for themselves, and then circulate 

around their friends.  

Furthermore, it is a book whose importance extends beyond the current crisis.  

As Luke Cawley notes:  

…not only is the Covid-19 pandemic set to significantly affect life for some time, but it also may not be the 

last such epidemic. Virologists have been warning for years that one of humanity’s greatest threats is viral 

outbreaks. Last year, in his prescient book Rings of Fire theologian and futurist Leonard Sweet wrote that 

‘viral infections that come from animals’ loom ‘on the horizon’ and that Christians would need to be 

prepared for such ‘wild cards’ upending our world. Learning from this outbreak may give us the skills we 

need to thrive during the next.  

Even if we don’t see anything like Covid-19 again in our lifetimes, many of the conditions in forces on us – 

restricted movement, extended time confined with the same people or alone, and higher risk of death for us 

or others – could strike any of us in the future, pandemic or not.  My mother, already with fairly low mobility 

and frequently homebound owing to cancer treatments, has commented to me that the lockdown has 

altered her lifestyle far less than that of most people. It is to our advantage to learn and prepare now.   

The essays in this collection help us to begin such learning and preparation. .  

Commendations:  
Eddie Arthur has written:  

This really is an excellent book... informative and useful, and I would not hesitate to recommend it widely to 

believers and unbelievers alike…  
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Dirk Jongkind, An Introduction to the Greek New Testament, Crossway Books, ISBN 978-1-

43356-409-3, £12.17 (e edition also available).  

Overview:  
In 2017, to mark the five hundredth anniversary of the Reformation, Tyndale House, Cambridge, produced a new 

critical edition of the Greek New Testament. Given the differences that exist between the texts of the Greek New 

Testament that have come down to us from the history of the Church the publication of this new edition of the Geek 

New Testament raises the inevitable questions about how we can have confidence in the accuracy not only of the 

new Tyndale text, but of any text of the Greek New Testament This then raises the further question of how we can 

rely on the New Testament theologically if we cannot have confidence that what we are reading is what the New 

Testament authors originally wrote.  

Dirk Jongkind is the Academic Vice-Principal and Senior Research Fellow in New Testament text and language at 

Tyndale House. He was one of the principal scholars behind the Tyndale Greek New Testament, and in this 

companion volume he addresses the questions noted above by explaining how the textual criticism of the New 

Testament works, the basis on which the text of the Tyndale Greek New Testament was produced, and how the 

transmission of the text of the Greek New Testament fits into God’s revelation of himself through the old and new 

covenants. 

In his opening chapter Jongkind explains that the purpose of his book: ‘is  to  help  you read the Tyndale House 
Edition without any nagging and distracting questions about the text or the edition (or to answer these if you have 
them).’ To put it another way, his book tells you why you can go to the text of the Greek New Testament confident 
that what you read is a reliable guide to what the authors of the New Testament originally wrote and therefore a 
reliable witness to God’s full and final revelation of himself in Jesus Christ.   

Martin’s opinion: 

Worries about the reliability of the text can be a distraction from the primary calling of the student of the Greek New 
Testament to understand, believe, and obey the New Testament’s message. Reading Jongkind’s book will enable 
those beginning the study of the Greek text to set this distraction aside.  

Commendations:  

Michael Kruger writes:  

Pulling back the curtain on the origins of the Greek New Testament, Dirk Jongkind explains where it came 
from, how it works, and why it can be trusted. If you have ever doubted the trustworthiness of the Greek 
text, you will find reassurance in this wonderful volume. 

  



5 

 

Timothy Keller, On Death, Hodder and Stoughton, ISBN 978-1-52932-574-4, £9.99 

(paperback, e and audio editions also available).  

Overview:  
Tim Keller is the senior pastor at Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Manhattan. He is a world-renowned Christian 

writer and apologist. On Death is the final volume in a series of short books that looks at how the Christian faith 

relates to the major milestones in people’s lives.  

The volume is in two main chapters. 

The first chapter looks at ‘The fear of death.’ In this chapter Keller considers the reasons why people today seem ‘far 

less prepared for death’ than their ancestors were.  He suggests that there are four reasons.  

First, the success of modern medicine means that most people encounter death less frequently, Secondly, our 

secular age focusses on finding meaning and fulfilment from things in this world and death brings these to an end. 

Thirdly, we have re-defined death as meaning non-existence and this has in turn given us a ‘profound sense of 

insignificance’ since ‘nothing we do will make any final difference. ‘Fourthly in our modern culture we still have to 

face the issues of sin, guilt and forgiveness but lack the categories for dealing with them’. We have ‘lost the older 

resources for repentance, showing grace, and granting forgiveness’ and the advent of death highlights this lack.  

In this situation, says Keller, the Christian faith both takes away our illusions and offers substantial hope:  

Rather than living in the fear of death, we should see it as spiritual smelling salts that will awaken us out of 

our false belief that we will live forever. When you are at a funeral, especially one for a friend or a loved one, 

listen to God speaking to you, telling you that everything in life is temporary except for His love. This is 

reality. 

Everything in this life is going to be taken away from us, except one thing: God’s love, which can go into 

death with us and take us through it and into His arms. It's the one thing you can't lose. Without God's love 

to embrace us, we will always feel radically insecure, and we ought to be.  

Christianity is different from all other religions, because in Jesus:  

…it gives you a champion who has defeated death, who pardons you and covers you with his love. You face 

death ‘in him’ and with his perfect record (Philippians 1:9). To the degree we believe, know, and embrace 

that, we are released from the power of death.  

The second chapter looks at ‘The rupture of death.’ This chapter explains why Christians ‘can and must both grieve 

profoundly and fully and yet do so with hope.’  

The reason we should grieve is because: 

Death is not the way it ought to be. It is abnormal. It is not a friend, it isn’t right. This isn’t truly part of the 

circle of life. Death is the end of it. So grieve. Cry. The Bible tells us not only to weep, but to weep with those 

who are weeping (Romans 12:15 NASB). We have a lot of crying to do.   

The reason we should hope as well as grieve is that the Christian faith tells us that for those who die in Christ there 

will be a new creation in which we shall have perfect bodies, and in which we shall experience  ‘perfect relationships 

of love that go on forever’ with other people and, most importantly, with God himself. ‘When at last you see the God 

of the universe looking at you with love, all of the potentialities of your soul will be released and you will experience 

the glorious freedom of the children of God.’  

Furthermore, the words of Paul ‘there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’ (Romans 8:1) mean 

that as Christians:  

We do not anxiously wonder if we have been good enough to be with God when we die. We live with deep 

assurance of all these things. This, too, is part of our unequalled Christian hope. 
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Following these two chapters there is an appendix which gives a week’s worth of texts (with Keller’s comments) for 

those who are facing their own death, or the death of a loved one, to read through and consider.  

Martin’s opinion: 
The advent of Covid -19 has not brought death into the world for the first time. However, it has brought death to the 

forefront of people’s thinking in a new way. This situation challenges Christians to think through what they 

personally think about death, and to consider what they can say about death to their non-Christian friends and 

neighbours. Keller’s clear and succinct volume will help them to do both in a way that is both faithful to Scripture 

and relevant to our culture. This is a book, to read, to share and to give away. Highly recommended.  

  



7 

 

Peter Leithart, The Ten Commandments: A Guide to the Perfect Law of Liberty, Lexham Press, 

ISBN 978-1-68359-355-3, £12.99 (e edition also available).  

Overview:  
There was a time when most people in our society were taught the Ten Commandments as part of their basic 

education and when they were regarded as one of the fundamental bases for both individual and corporate 

morality. That time is now past. Most people in our society, and even many people in our churches, would have a 

hard time listing the Ten Commandments accurately and would be hard put to explain what many of the 

commandments mean and how they are relevant today.  

However, the Bible and the Christian tradition tell us that the Ten Commandments summarise for us what it means 

to live rightly before God. It follows that we need to understand them and to see how they apply today. In his new 

commentary on the Commandments the American Presbyterian writer Peter Leithart helps us to do both of these 

things.   

The commentary consists of an introduction and then an exposition of each of the Commandments in turn.  

In the introduction, Leithart argues that the Ten Commandments (or ‘Ten Words’) were given to Israel as God’s son 

so that he might take up Adam’s original mission of ‘imitating and imaging’ God. Furthermore, although Israel failed 

to consistently keep the Commandments, they were kept perfectly by Jesus, ‘the eternal Son who became Israel to 

be and to do what Israel failed to be and do.’  

According to Leithart:  

The Ten Words are a character portrait of Jesus, the son of God. The Ten Words lay out the path of imitatio 

Dei because they lay the path of the imitatio Christi. As Israel kept the commandments, Augustine wrote ‘the 

life of that people foretold and foreshadowed Christ.’ As Irenaeus said, Christ fulfils the law that he spoke 

from Sinai. The law exposes our sin, restrains the unruly, provides a guide to life. But Jesus is the heart and 

soul of the Decalogue. The first use of the law is the christological. 

Furthermore:  

Many centuries after Sinai, God returned in the third month, in rushing wind and fire, to pour out his Spirit. 

At that completed Pentecost, the Spirit began to write ‘not on stone but on the heart’ (see 2 Cor 3:3). He 

forms a new Israel, a company of sons who share Jesus’ Spirit of sonship and by that Spirit the Father fulfils 

his ten new-creative words in us.  

In Leithart’s view, the Ten Commandments are divided into two sets of five, which correspond to the two great 

commands to love God and neighbour. ‘The first five teach love for God, and the second fill out how we love our 

neighbour.’  

As he sees it:  

Each of the Ten Words addresses an arena of human life: worship, time-keeping, family, violence, sex, 

property, speech desire. Yet they overlap and interpenetrate. Each word implies all the others. To obey the 

First Word, you must also refuse images, bear God’s Name, keep Sabbath; honor patents; and refrain from 

murder, adultery, slander, greed, and lust. We keep  Sabbath to honour the one God, to glorify his Name, to 

give life and protect property, to cultivate contentment and thankfulness.  Idolatry is a kind of theft, a form 

of marital infidelity to the divine Husband, false witness to the living God. Every Commandment is a window 

through which we view the whole Decalogue.  

Because this is the case, ‘one act of disobedience is infested with others’ and ‘to offend at one point is to offend in 

all.’   

The commentary on the individual Commands that follows looks at their original meaning for Israel, at what they 

mean for us as Christians today, and how they fit into the Bible’s overall theological message. The three examples 

that follow serve to illustrate this.   
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On the third Commandment ‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain’ Leithart notes that the word 

translated in English translations as take; originally means to ‘bear’ and this involves more than simply what we say:  

We bear God’s name on our tongues when we swear, but the Name is also imprinted on our head, hands 

and feet. We bear the Name lightly with indifferent or disobedient worship (Exod 20:22–26), with casual sex 

(Amos 2:7) or when we steal (Lev 6:2–5). Speaking or silent, active or passive, we bear the name all the time 

in everything we do. Every sin is a violation of the Lord’s holy Name, the Name he shares with us. Do we feel 

the weight of the name? Or do we treat it as empty breath?  

In the New Testament:  

…we’re named by the name of the Trinity and indwelt by the Spirit, who consecrates us as his sanctuary. God 

binds his Name and reputation to us. Whether his name is praised or blasphemed depends on whether we 

bear his name with the weight it deserves. It is a weighty responsibility to bear the weighty Name of the 

living God before the world.  

On the seventh Commandment, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery,’ Leithhart contends that underlying the 

Commandment is the ‘great mystery’ that ‘God created man male and female, a differentiated unity and a unified 

differentiation, as a living sign of his covenant bond with his people.’  

It is this fact, he says, that explains the logic of:  

…the prophetic image of sexual unfaithfulness. At times, the prophets condemn the sexual behavior of 

individuals in Judah. More often, unfaithful Judah is the adulterous wife. Jesus uses the same imagery when 

he condemns the ‘evil and adulterous generation’ (Matt 12.39; 16:4) that rejects him. James warns his 

readers not to be ‘adulteresses,’ friends of the world who are faithless to the divine Husband (Jas 4:4).  

Once we see marriage and adultery in this theological perspective, the ‘Do nots’ fall into place. All are rooted 

in the fundamental ‘do.’  Be what you are as male and female. As a married husband and wife, be the living 

image of the God of creation and covenant.  

Sexual faithfulness in marriage and sexual purity outside of marriage aren’t mere demands of the law. Sexual 

faithfulness preaches the gospel. When a husband and wife are faithful to one another, sexually and 

otherwise, they become a created symbol of the covenant God who keeps his vows to Israel and the new 

Israel. By keeping the Seventh Word, we dramatize the good news of Jesus, the Bridegroom of the church, 

who gives himself in utter fidelity to and for his Bride.  

On the tenth Commandment, ‘Thou shalt not covet,’ Leithart writes that this Commandment highlights the crucial 

importance for the life of God’s people of rightly rather than wrongly directed desires:  

Yahweh liberated his son Israel, and he wants his son to live in freedom – free from tyrannical gods, free 

from idols, free to rejoice, free from fear of violence, seduction, theft rumour and gossip. These freedoms 

are achieved, however, only if the souls of Israel are free, free from evil desires and fixed on true riches.   

This the law cannot give. It cannot grant the freedom it commands and commends. Augustine, alluding to 

Paul (Rom 7) notes that the law provokes a desire to break it. We don’t even know that our desires are evil 

until the law brings them to light: ‘You started to make an effort to overcome what was inside, and what was 

hidden came to light. ‘ 

To be true sons, we need another Pentecost beyond Sinai, when the Spirit writes on human hearts. Then 

we’ll fulfil Jesus’ teaching: ‘Where your treasure is, there will be your heart also’ (Matt 6:21 KJV). That 

describes Jesus’ life of filial freedom, his soul hungering and thirsting for his Father’s pleasure. In the Tenth 

Word, he calls us to the same freedom. Life is a treasure hunt. We seek a place to place our hearts, where 

we find the weighty treasure that lightens our souls.   
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Martin’s opinion: 
This is a significant new commentary on the Ten Commandments that will be of value both to ministers and to lay 

Christians as well. Anyone who is called to instruct others on the Commandments, or who simply wants to 

understand them better as God’s word to his new covenant people, will find that Leithart has much to offer. He 

draws on the wisdom of a wide range of Christian theologians both ancient and modern, such as Augustine, Luther 

and Barth and shows time and again how the Commandments were fulfilled by Jesus and are to be fulfilled by us 

who have had the Spirit of Jesus poured out into our hearts. Buy, read, and learn!  

Commendations:  
Kevin Vanhoozer comments:  

This little gem of a book is the best introduction to the Ten Commandments I have yet come across. I learned 

something new on almost every page. 
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Grant Macaskill, Living in Union with Christ: Paul's Gospel and Christian Moral Identity, Baker 

Academic, ISBN 978-1-54096-124-2, £17.99 (e edition also available).  

Overview:  
Grant Macaskill is Professor of New Testament Exegesis at the University of Aberdeen. He has written numerous 

books and articles on theological issues in the New Testament and his new book looks at how Paul’s understanding 

of what it means to live the Christian life is grounded in his understanding of the union of Christian believers with 

Christ.  

As he explains in his preface the starting point for his study is the observation that:  

…the way we think about Christian morality – even within those parts of the church that self-identify as 

‘evangelical’ – is often functionally Christless. Too frequently, when we think about Christians as moral 

agents who act within the church and the world in an ethically good way, we conceive of their agency in 

terms that are not properly determined by who Jesus is and how he is present in them. We see their agency 

in simple terms as something that belongs to them and is performed by them. We may talk about Jesus as 

the one to whom their obedience is rendered or as the one who models obedience for them, but they are 

still the ones who act, whether well or badly. Christ is not personally involved in their obedience; they may 

be helped or strengthened by the Holy Spirit, but it is they who act.  

The problem with this view of the Christian life from the standpoint of Pauline theology is that:  

Paul’s account of the Christian life involves the rejection of the idea that our natural selves can ever be 

improved or repaired in their own right. They are so compromised by sin that they will only ever turn the 

gifts of God to idolatry and will be blind to the fact that they are doing so, as Paul himself was before his life-

transforming encounter with the ascended Christ. People will act, think, teach and lead in ways that serve 

this constitutional idolatry and will do without any self-awareness. Their only prospect for salvation lies in 

their being inhabited by another self, a better self who can act in them to bring about real goodness. Hence, 

Paul’s personal hope is expressed by the statement ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me’ 

(Gal.2:20). This does not mean that his particular distinctive identity has been erased from existence: he still 

greets the churches to which he writes as ‘Paul’ and still writes in a way that is shaped by his past. But 

something has changed, and it is not just what his life is directed toward, or how he seeks to live it, but it is 

his most basic sense of who he is, of the person that inhabits the space occupied by his body, of who gets 

the credit for what his limbs or lips do, of who he is becoming. He is not becoming a better version of Paul; 

he is becoming Paul-in-Christ. He is metamorphosing into the likeness of Jesus. As difficult as it is for us to 

comprehend the meaning of such language, a proper understanding of Paul’s concept of the Christian moral 

life demands it.  

In his book Macaskill shows in detail how the points made in this second quotation can be justified from a study of 

Paul’s writings and how the concept of union with Christ relates to Paul’s view of baptism, the Lord’s Supper and the 

work of the Holy Spirit. 

He concludes the book by exploring what the concept of living in union with Christ means for our understanding of 

what the Christian moral life involves. In his words, he draws out ‘how Paul’s different way of thinking about identity 

in Christ disrupts natural ways of thinking about the moral life.’ This Pauline way of thinking can then, he argues, be 

brought into dialogue with other discussions of the Christian understanding of the self ‘helping to qualify or nuance 

them.’ In addition, and more importantly ‘it can be brought into dialogue with the thought, speech and practice 

visible in the church today.’ 

Martin’s opinion: 
Living in Union with Christ is a serious academic study of Paul’s writings. As such it is not a book for new Christians or 

for those who will struggle with academic New Testament study. However, for those who already have a working 

knowledge of the writings of Paul and are comfortable with academic studies this is a book that has a huge amount 

to offer. It is not just a plea for a better reading of Paul, but a full on challenge to the unexamined idolatry that puts 
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us rather than Christ at the centre of our lives. It reminds us that when Paul said ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ 

who lives in me’ he really meant it and we need to learn to mean it to. We are not the hero of our own stories. Jesus 

is, and the Christian moral life consists of living rightly in the light of this fact.  

Commendations:  
Richard Bauckham comments:  

Participation in Christ is at the heart of Paul's theology, but it is difficult to understand and easy to neglect in 

practice. Macaskill challenges us to take it fully seriously in our Christian lives as well as in our theology, 

making his case with exegetical care and spiritual wisdom. 


