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Latimer Book List – October 2021  
This is a summary of recent books read by Martin Davie, compiling his evaluations and the 
commendations of others. In this edition: 

 

Author Title Martin’s opinion 

Wallace Benn 

 

Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Esther: Restoring the 
Church 

Superb expository commentary on Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther in 
the tradition of J.C. Ryle’s Expository Thoughts on the Gospels. 
Highly recommended for anyone preaching or teaching on these 
three books, equally valuable for personal devotional study or use 
in home groups. Great new resource.  

Nicholas Orme  

 

Going to Church in 
Medieval England 

Go-to book for anyone wanting an overall picture of the life of the 
medieval parish church and how it developed over the Middle 
Ages. Invaluable to evangelicals wanting a good understanding of 
the context for the English Reformation. Recommended for all 
students of English church history.  

Eric Ortlund Piercing Leviathan: 
God’s defeat of evil in 
the book of Job 

An important study of the Book of Job for serious Bible students. 
Ortlund explains why a reading of Behemoth and Leviathan as 
symbols of cosmic chaos and evil makes better sense of the text 
than viewing them as a literal hippopotamus and a crocodile. He 
also shows us how to read Job as a literary whole in which God 
addresses Job’s complaints about God’s administration of 
creation. Invaluable for anyone preaching or teaching on Job 40–
41. Also helpful to understand contribution of Job to a Christian 
response to the problem of evil.  

John Scriven 
and Tim 
Dieppe 

Beyond the Odds: 
Providence in Britain’s 
Wars of the 20th 
Century 

Offers an account of recent British military history that allows for 
the providence of God/his intervention in events, often in 
response to prayer. Fascinating study that would make a good 
starting point for thinking about how God acts in history, and 
good text for a Christian to share with a non-Christian who is 
interested in military history.  

Various (The 
Core Issues 
Trust) 

X-Out-Loud: Emerging 
Ex-LGBT Voices 

The claim that is regularly made on behalf of the LGBT community 
by bodies such as Stonewall and the Ozanne Foundation, a claim 
which is tragically now echoed by many in the Church of England, 
is that no one who is LGBT can possibly change their identity or 
behaviour and that to attempt to do so will inevitably end in 
misery and probably attempted (or actual) suicide. It is on this 
basis that that the recent ‘Cooper’ report from the Ozanne 
Foundation is now proposing that all attempts to help people to 
change (even if they themselves ask for such help) should be 
made a criminal offence.  
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Wallace Benn, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther: Restoring the Church  
(Crossway, 2021) ISBN 9781433573491, £16.42 (e-edition also available)  

Overview: 
Wallace Benn, the former Bishop of Lewes, is a well-known Bible teacher and preacher in both 
Britain and Ireland. His new book in Crossway’s ‘Preaching the Word’ series is a commentary on the 
Old Testament books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.  

As Benn explains his Preface, his approach to Ezra and Nehemiah is to see them as: 

…one book with the same heartbeat expressed in slightly different ways. Both are concerned 
with the restoration of the church in Jerusalem and Judea. Both are energized through 
prayer and belief in the steadfast promise-keeping nature of the God they worship. Both see 
that if God’s people are to be what God wants them to be, then the Word of God, and 
obedience to it, must be central for their life and health and for the effectiveness of their 
God-given mission to be a light to the world. Both men are godly leaders, with somewhat 
different temperaments, but with the same love and same purpose to see God’s name 
honored afresh as the church is restored according to the promise of God. The two 
complement one another – Ezra, the priest with a passion to teach and preach God’s Word, 
and Nehemiah, the lay leader whose God-given organizational skills and prayerfulness make 
spiritual reformation possible.  

Esther, he writes, is an:  

…unusual and brilliantly written dramatic book about ‘Where is God in a pagan world?’ Was 
he still with his people in pagan Susa? As we shall see, he was with his people, working out 
his saving purposes for them. This is a wonderful book for believers living in a very secular 
world who sometimes wonder how they will cope and what God is up to. It is also a 
wonderful book to teach about the providence of God, a much-neglected doctrine among 
modern evangelical Christians. 

In his view, all three Bible books have a ‘particular significance’ for Christians in the Western world 
today. This is because:  

…the church in the West is going through a time of exile or judgment because of its manifest 
unfaithfulness to the gospel and the Word of God. Despite many encouragements, liberal 
teaching has eroded confidence in the Holy Scriptures, and we are not winning generally 
against the huge neo-pagan secular and materialistic tide. May God have mercy on us and 
restore, revive, and bless his people so that our nations may once again be shaken by the 
power of the gospel to change hearts and transform lives. These three books tell us the kind 
of people God raises up and uses in bringing reformation and revival and how he brings 
about the restoration of the church of their time.  

However, these books also need to be read from the perspective of the New Testament:  

As three books among the very last books of the Old Testament, the promises of God await 
the coming of great David’s greater Son, the Son of God and the Savior of the world. It is 
only in him that all the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ (2 Corinthians 1:20). But these books 
do speak of Jesus, show us our need of him, and encourage us to come to him, remain 
faithful to him, and rejoice in all the blessings we receive in him. 
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In the body of his commentary, Benn works through each section of the three books in turn, showing 
the lessons they have to teach us today about how God’s restores and renews the life of his people, 
and how these lessons relate to the teaching of the New Testament:  

For example, in his commentary on Ezra 1 he notes that it tells us how God used King Cyrus of Persia 
to bring his people home from exile to the promised land. He then comments:  

There is a key lesson to be learned here. In our unstable world of super-powers and wars 
and rumors of wars, it is not Joe Biden or Vladimir Putin or anyone else who is in control – it 
is God. His purposes to save, bless, and keep a people for his glory cannot and will not be 
thwarted. Our God reigns, and he works throughout history and even uses unbelievers to 
achieve his purposes. If he can use Cyrus, he can use anybody. He rules and overrules  
the course of human history for his ends. How tremendously encouraging it must have been 
to a humanly insignificant and captive people to know that their destiny was in safe hands 
and that God had the power to keep his promises and accomplish all his plans for the good 
and blessing of his people. In the Western world today, when Christians are often 
marginalized and seem powerless to stop the neo-pagan tide, how encouraging it is to know 
that our God still reigns and works out his purposes.  

He also goes on to explain that this same message is taught by Paul in Ephesians 1:19–23. Paul’s 
description of Christ as ‘head over all things to the church’ tells us, he says, that:  

Christ’s sovereign authority and power is for the benefit of the church, and he exercises his 
authority to save, keep, bless, and bring to glory his redeemed people. God’s providential 
care and sovereignty are exercised through history for the glory of his name and the benefit 
of his people. So Paul can elsewhere say that ‘for those who love God all things work 
together for good’ (Romans 8:28). Our God reigns, and he reigns in grace and love, working 
out his purposes for us if we belong to him.  

Martin’s opinion: 
Benn’s book is a superb expository commentary on Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther in the tradition of J.C. 
Ryle’s Expository Thoughts on the Gospels. It can be highly recommended for anyone who is called 
to preach or teach on these books, and it will prove equally valuable both for personal devotional 
study, and for use in home groups. A great new resource.  
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Nicholas Orme, Going to Church in Medieval England  
(Yale University Press, 2021) ISBN 9780300256505, £20 (e-edition also 
available) 

Overview:  
Nicholas Orme is Emeritus Professor of History at Exeter University. He has written more than 30 
books on the religious and social history of England, including Medieval Children, Medieval Schools, 
Medieval Pilgrimage, and The History of England’s Cathedrals. 

In his new book he looks at how England’s medieval parish churches came into existence and how 
they were then used until the time of the Reformation in the sixteenth century.  

In the Foreword to his book, he notes that the historians of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries who pioneered the study of this subject ‘sought to produce composite accounts of 
churches from documents, architecture, furnishings, literature and liturgical texts.’ However, from 
the 1920s onwards:  

Mainstream historians came to concentrate on churches as institutions and clergy and 
congregations as social groups. They gave little attention until recently to the layout and 
usage of churches and even less to their liturgy. Liturgical history has always been more 
concerned with texts than with the circumstances in which these texts were performed and 
adapted. Architectural studies have more often concentrated on the forms of churches than 
the activities within them, although in contrast recent scholars of the history of church music 
have taken pains to understand the conditions in which it developed. 

By contrast Orme’s study:  

…seeks to address more of these aspects so as to give a broader and deeper account of 
parish church history. It follows mainstream history in dealing with institutions and social 
groups, but also concerns itself with liturgy and with buildings in terms of their interior 
spaces, furnishings, and usage. It draws on literary sources where this is possible, with the 
additional hope of elucidating them.  

His book, writes Orme, does not ‘attempt to argue a particular thesis about mediaeval churches’ – 
rather it seeks to understand:  

… how churches worked as religious centres: what happened inside them. Its information is 
drawn widely from across England to make it a national study, not a regional one. Its object 
is to help students of all disciplines, as well as general readers, to appreciate the major 
elements of parish history within the covers of a single book.  

The book is in nine chapters. The first chapter traces the history of the English church from Roman 
times and ‘shows how parish churches, parishes and congregations came into existence up to the 
Norman Conquest.’ Chapters 2 to 7 then survey the main features of the activities of parish churches 
until the 1520s, looking in turn at ‘The staff of the Church,’ ‘The Church building,’ ‘The 
Congregation,’ ‘The Day and the Week,’ The Season and the Year,’ and ‘The Life Cycle.’ Chapter 8 
looks at the impact of the Reformation, and Chapter 9 contains Orme’s reflections on the material in 
the previous chapters. 

In these nine chapters Orme examines:  
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… who organised the worship and religious affairs of a parish: the officiating clergy and the 
laity who assisted them. It describes the buildings to which people went, and the significance 
of their shapes and furnishings. It asks how far a parish church helped to mould its 
worshippers into a community, and how far other factors caused the community to divide 
into smaller groups. It tries to explore the extent to which parishioners went to church or did 
not go, what they experienced when they came, and how they behaved in church. The 
history of Church services – the topic of mediaeval liturgy – is a particularly difficult subject, 
and a principal aim of the work is to provide an easy way in to understanding it. How did the 
Church, its leaders, and its people worship each day, each week, and each year? How did 
they provide for and try to control the great events of life: birth, coming of age, marriage, 
sickness, and death? What was given in terms of spiritual ministry through the mass, 
through teaching, and through the cults of Christ and the Saints? Finally, how far were the 
structures and behaviour characteristic of the Middle Ages altered during the Reformation in 
the mid sixteenth century? Accounts of the Reformation usually emphasise change, but the 
study of church organisation and worship during that process reveals many continuities.  

Throughout the book, the text is accompanied by numerous illustrations.  

Martin’s opinion: 
Orme’s work is similar to Eamon Duffy’s books The Stripping of the Altars and The Voices of 
Morebath, but it is much more comprehensive in its scope. It is now the book for anyone wanting an 
overall picture of the life of the medieval parish church and how this developed over the course of 
the Middle Ages. It will be valuable to Evangelical readers because it will give them a better 
understanding of the context out of which the English Reformation emerged. Orme’s book helps 
make sense of what the English Reformers were reacting against, and why they decided to retain 
many aspects of Medieval practice, while also rejecting many others.  

To understand the Reformation, and the history of the Church of England since the Reformation, it is 
necessary to know what was in place before the Reformation. Orme’s work now provides a readable 
one-stop guide to those seeking to know the answer. This is a book that all students of English 
church history should read and should consider buying for further reference.  

Commendations: 
John H. Arnold writes:  

‘Alert throughout to change across time, the complexities of sources, and the variety of past 
experience, Nicholas Orme has written a wonderful book. With great clarity and insight, he captures 
the human and material reality of quotidian Christian worship across the Middle Ages.’ 
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Eric Ortlund, Piercing Leviathan: God’s defeat of evil in the book of Job 
(IVP, 2021) ISBN 9781789742985, £14.99 (e edition also available) 

Overview: 
Eric Ortlund is lecturer in Old Testament Studies and Biblical Hebrew at Oak Hill College, London, and 
the author of commentaries on Esther and Malachi in the forthcoming ESV Bible Expositional 
Commentary series. His new book in the IVP New Studies in Biblical Theology series considers the 
place of Behemoth and Leviathan in the Book of Job.  

In chapters 40–41 of the book of Job we have God’s second speech to Job, a speech in which God 
concludes what he has to say to Job in response to Job’s complaints against him, and a speech which 
leads to Job’s repentance and restoration in chapter 42, the closing chapter of the book. In 40:15–24 
God refers to Behemoth and in 41:1–34 he refers to Leviathan. These references raise two 
questions. Who (or what) are Behemoth and Leviathan, and how does God’s references to them 
help to address Job’s complaints against God and lead to his repentance in chapter 42?  

It is these two questions that Ortlund’s book addresses. As he puts it 

… why do Behemoth and Leviathan take up so much space in the second speech? If these 
two creatures are, as commonly understood, a hippopotamus and a crocodile, in what 
possible sense is this a satisfying answer to Job? Bernard Shaw was being sarcastic, but it is 
hard not to agree with him when he writes, ‘If I complain that I am suffering unjustly it is no 
answer to say, “Can you make a hippopotamus?”’ But one’s perplexity only deepens when 
we read of Job’s response to YHWH’s second speech and realise how different it is from his 
reaction to God’s first speech: while Job’s first response in 40:3–5 is submissive, it seems 
somewhat cold and formal in comparison to his unrestrained worship as Job despises 
himself and says, ‘Now my eyes see you!’ What inferences has Job drawn from the complex 
poetry of chapters 38 to 41 that prompt such a change? What breakthrough into YHWH’s 
character and action has Job gained that transforms his unrelenting criticism of God into 
awestruck worship? Other questions follow from these: if Behemoth and Leviathan are just 
two more ordinary animals, how is YHWH’s second speech any different from the first, 
which already described many of the animals in God’s world? And how does describing the 
physical characteristics of a hippo and crocodile satisfy the initial statement of the theme of 
the second speech as having to do with God’s justice (40:8)? It is difficult for modern 
Western readers to avoid the sense of anti-climax in reading the book of Job, just when we 
most expect a satisfying resolution.  

Ortlund’s answer to these questions is to provide a ‘minority report’ which understands Behemoth 
and Leviathan as a symbols of the evil in God’s creation. In his words:  

Behemoth and Leviathan are symbols of cosmic chaos and evil. It will be argued that YHWH 
is speaking to Job within Job’s cultural framework, drawing upon symbols common to the 
ANE (Ancient Near East) and the Old Testament, both in order to assure Job that God is 
more intimately acquainted with the magnitude and malignity of the evil at work in his world 
than Job could ever be, and to promise him that God will one day defeat it (41:7–8). Without 
explaining to Job why he allowed Job’s ordeal, and without offering an apology, God 
implicitly asks Job through the Leviathan speech to trust him in his way of running the world, 
allowing evil some real but limited agency – but not forever. In this way, God defends the 
justice of his administration of creation (40:8) an administration that sometimes allows 
terrible suffering. And in response, Job worships.  
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Ortlund develops this argument in six chapters. After an introductory first chapter, Chapter 2 looks 
at Job’s tragedy in Job 2 and Job’s debate with his friends in Job 3–37. Chapter 3 considers YHWH’s 
first address to Job in 38:1–40:5 and what it says about God’s rule over creation. Chapter 4 examines 
YHWH’s second speech in 40:6–41:34 and its account of the defeat of Leviathan. Chapter 5 looks at 
what we learn from Job 42 about Job’s repentance and the issue of theodicy (‘suffering, evil, and 
faith in a God who allows them’), and in Chapter 6 Ortlund gives us his summary and conclusions.  

Martin’s opinion: 
This is an important study of the Book of Job, not only because Ortlund helps us to understand why a 
reading of Behemoth and Leviathan as symbols of cosmic chaos and evil makes better sense of the 
text than viewing them as a hippopotamus and a crocodile, but also because he shows us how to 
read Job as a literary whole in which God’s second speech to Job does address the complaints that 
Job has raised about God’s administration of creation and thus satisfactorily paves the way to the 
climax of the book in Job 42. This is a book which all serious students of Job will now want to consult, 
and it will be invaluable for anyone called to preach or teach on Job 40–41. It will also prove a very 
helpful resource for those wanting to know what Job has to contribute to a Christian response to the 
problem of evil. A book that is well worth students and ministers getting for their bookshelves.  

Commendations: 
Don Carson comments:  

‘Recent years have witnessed a plethora of studies on Job, but none of them is quite like this one. 
Most make much of God’s apparent refusal to address Job’s questions directly: on this reading, God 
wants us to trust the One who cast Orion into the heavens, who controls the treasures of the snow, 
who made the crocodile. God is to be trusted because he is incomparably greater than we are. But 
Eric Ortlund argues that this interpretation of the book mis-reads too many passages. Probing 
carefully such features as the double speeches of God, the differences between Job’s first and 
second responses to God’s speeches, and the meaning of Leviathan, he argues persuasively that the 
Book of Job is not as open-ended as many have thought, but offers a firm foundation for Job’s 
ultimate response.’ 
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John Scriven and Tim Dieppe, Beyond the Odds: Providence in Britain’s Wars of 
the 20th Century 
(Wilberforce Publications, 2021) ISBN 9781916121126 (e-edition also available) 

Overview: 
In this new book from Wilberforce Publications, John Scriven and Tim Dieppe consider the evidence 
for the providential action of God in support of the British and Allied forces during the First and 
Second World Wars, and the Falklands War in 1982.  

In the Introduction, Scriven explains the purpose of the book as follows:  

There are numerous books about the wars of the twentieth century and their bibliographies 
are voluminous. So why yet another book on subjects that have been so comprehensively 
covered? This book aims to tell the stories of some critical moments in wartime in the 
twentieth century, often when Britain was on the brink of defeat and disaster. The country 
survived, sometimes in circumstances which appeared to defy probabilities. In this secular 
age, the notion that God can intervene in human affairs is not common, and the faith of key 
figures in the Second World War often goes unmentioned. The aim of this book is to 
examine the causes of key events in the historical contexts and to consider how prayer and 
the providence of God could have affected the outcomes.  

Scriven and Dieppe note that during the First and Second World Wars there were national days of 
prayer in Britain which were taken extremely seriously and that during those wars, and also during 
the Falklands War, both soldiers and military leaders prayed to God for his guidance and blessing. 
The question they address is why should we not believe that there were acts of divine intervention 
in response to such prayers.  

As instances of such providential intervention they cite, for example, the consistent testimony that 
there was angelic intervention during the retreat from Mons in 1914, the survival of Malta against 
the odds from 1940–42, and the testimony of Major Chris Keble that it was after he prayed that he 
was shown how to bring about the Argentinian surrender at the Battle of Goose Green in 1982: ‘I am 
convinced that this was a direct result of a the prayer of a frightened, confused commander on that 
desolate hillside.’ 

Many people today are sceptical of the idea of divine intervention in response to prayer, but as 
Scriven notes in the Introduction:  

In the face of a series of events which could easily have had different outcomes, answered 
prayer is a rational explanation. Although seemingly random events may occur (and human 
free will adds another layer of complexity) we nevertheless live in a coherent universe. As 
the philosopher Renford Bambrough observed: ‘No doubt it is possible to produce an 
account of the world, which is both false and internally coherent, but there is theoretical 
significance in the enormous practical difficulty … of doing so.’ C.S. Lewis wrote that ‘the 
cause of a miracle is the activity of God,’ and that ‘the rightful demand that all reality should 
be consistent and systematic does not therefore exclude miracles.’ 

In the final chapter of their book Scriven and Dieppe note thew way in which the British nation has 
collectively turned from God after the Second World War and they conclude with the words:  

May God’s deliverances in the past be an encouragement for Christians to hold fast to a 
biblical faith, and to act upon it. For others, may these be a prompt to explore the truths of 



9 

the Christian faith – a worldwide faith that has endured down the ages and which gave 
strength to so many in the wartime generation that we honour today.  

Martin’s opinion: 
This book is an unashamed piece of revisionist history. It is revisionist in that it offers an account of 
the past that challenges the current unspoken consensus among military historians that the wars of 
the twentieth century should be understood in purely human terms, without any reference to the 
providence of God or to his intervention in the events that took place. This view of how British 
military history in the twentieth century should be understood is incompatible with the Christian 
view that God controls all things by his providence (wars included) and that he does act directly in 
human affairs in response to prayer, and Scriven and Dieppe are right to challenge it. This is a 
fascinating study that would make a good starting point for thinking about how God acts in history, 
and good text for a Christian to share with a non-Christian who is interested in military history as a 
starting point for a pre-evangelistic discussion.  

Commendations: 
Ian Dobbie has written:  

‘The authors have given themselves an unusual and noble aim – to examine the causes of key events 
in wars involving Britain in the 20th century and to consider how prayer and the providence of God 
could have affected the outcomes. They have assembled cogent evidence to suggest that God- 
fearing military men were sustained in challenging responsibilities and that the prayers of the Lord’s 
people were honoured and effective. The reader will be impressed that events which followed 
national days of prayer affirm Archbishop William Temple’s conviction that when he prayed 
coincidences happened and that when he didn’t, they didn’t. Time spent in reading this work will not 
be wasted.’  
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X-Out-Loud: Emerging Ex-LGBT Voices 
(The Core Issues Trust, 2021) ISBN 9780992638023, £16.50 

Overview: 
X-Out-Loud is an international campaign organised by the Core Issues Trust to give a voice to those 
who want to testify that God has enabled them to move away from an LGBT identity and the 
behaviour associated with it.  

X-Out-Loud: Emerging Ex-LGBT Voices is the new book produced by this campaign. Its nature and 
purpose is best explained by the following description on the X-Out-Loud website:  

 X-Out-Loud: Emerging Ex-LGBT Voices features 44 unique stories from 22 countries of men 
and women leaving LGBT identities. This collection of testimonies proves that change 
becomes possible when we encounter the risen Saviour. 

Our book presents a joyful and hopeful narrative that as men and women identify with their 
biological sex and are set free from hurtful experiences, they too can build strong godly 
families and raise their own children if they so desire. Jesus is still smashing impossibilities as 
He pours out His Spirit upon all.  

In the face of an unceasing wave of multinational legislation against the global Ex-LGBT 
community, here’s the reality that hundreds and thousands of people refuse to be forced 
into gay or trans culture. This is a wake-up call for the nations to incline their ears to listen to 
the powerful stories of our Forerunners. 

The stories contained in the book are moving and compelling and the book itself is extremely 
attractive and well laid out. It is impossible in a review of this length to do justice to all the stories 
the book contains, but the following testimony by Janine Frackowiak from Germany gives a flavour 
of the whole:  

My name is Janine Frackowiak, I was born in Berlin in 1984. My family life was a mess 
because of physical violence, control and fear. My father couldn’t control himself and my 
home became an unsafe place. I fled into friendships, sports and television. At the age of 8, I 
started professional sport. Fencing suits, masks and fights. I found something like a family. 
Meanwhile, my parents got divorced and it burdened my mother. It was terrible for 
everyone but my mother decided to put an end to this nightmare. My dream of becoming a 
professional athlete burst because she thought I was not good enough in school. I remember 
being addicted to porn very early, nobody cared what I saw on TV. The first tender 
experiences were with my girlfriend, I knew her since the age of 2. Pornography further 
poisoned my understanding of the relationship between men and women. I drew near to 
boys and copied the behaviour of kids who were highly esteemed.  

I tried to find my identity but I often felt like an orphan. But what could I do? Who was 
strong, unbreakable and cool? Struggling with my identity I dived into drugs. The urge for 
rebellion and independence started growing inside of me. In my 20s I continued as a 
hairdresser with performance and perfection. I did all the extras, went to shows and did a 
perfect job, seeking love and acceptance. I worked more than 50 hours a week and went to 
clubs on weekends. This lifestyle looked colourful and great but over time it destroyed me. I 
couldn’t go on any longer, sometimes I couldn’t get up but I kept pushing on. In relationships 
with men, I longed for love deep in my heart, but cheating, hatred of women and rejection 
were what I experienced. My heart became stubborn and so did my attitude.  
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I studied personal coaching and other stuff in an attempt to help myself. Trying to find all 
the answers in spirituality, psychology and various other things – but god didn’t come to my 
mind. There was a lot of confusion and manipulation in my mind and emotions. At work, I 
started to rebel, had panic attacks and was abruptly fired. I was devastated and as a result, 
my marijuana addiction started and I plunged back into work and a relationship with a man. 
One day we ended the relationship dramatically and I flew to London alone, feeling broken, 
abandoned and lonely. In 2013 I met a woman who looked masculine, charismatic and 
beautiful. I was fascinated by her, it was as though she brought stability in my life. I felt 
loved like never before. In 2014 she proposed, it was like a dream come true! But I still had a 
deep desire for peace and I wanted to get rid of my problems. I heard something about Jesus 
and my resistance to him didn’t last. I experienced God and felt the Holy Spirit and was 
baptized in 2016, 2 days before I married her. I went to the church and chased God and 
studied the Word. I saw miracles and God changed my heart and healed deep injuries – 
mentally and physically. Suddenly I woke up, I wanted children and still had something 
missing in our relationship. God revealed to me that I had a relationship with a woman, but 
she was a man for me. That was true. It was really a shock and I recognized all of my 
confusion and agreement with feelings and thoughts, but I didn’t want it to be true so I 
suppressed the truth. 

Finally, I just couldn’t stand it any longer, only God knows how much I loved her and how 
much I wanted it to work, but we were living apart. I spoke the truth regarding where we 
stood and that it shouldn’t go on like this … immediately by God’s grace, there was a 
supernatural glory and peace upon us! We experienced strength and comfort at that time, 
that I never knew. We overcame pain and grief and God was so faithful and loving. The love I 
felt convicted me of my personal sin. By God’s grace and his family (the Church) I am freed 
from pornography, freed from marijuana, freed from the pressure to perform/hatred for 
weakness, freed from manipulation, freed from hatred for men and freed from all the lies 
about myself. The truth set me free and God never left me alone. He deals with my heart, 
convicts me of inner pride and stubbornness and releases love, forgiveness and my true 
identity as a woman of God. I am a new creation today and I praise the Lord. I love life and 
want God’s plan for my life because he saved me and I know there is purpose. I can trust my 
Heavenly Father forever. His love amazes me abundantly. I am his. 

Martin’s opinion: 
The claim that is regularly made on behalf of the LGBT community by bodies such as Stonewall and 
the Ozanne Foundation, a claim which is tragically now echoed by many in the Church of England, is 
that no one who is LGBT can possibly change their identity or behaviour and that to attempt to do so 
will inevitably end in misery and probably attempted (or actual) suicide. It is on this basis that that 
the recent ‘Cooper’ report from the Ozanne Foundation is now proposing that all attempts to help 
people to change (even if they themselves ask for such help) should be made a criminal offence.  

Those who read the relevant literature have always been aware that this claim is simply not true. God 
does change how formerly LGBT people identify themselves and how they behave, and their lives are 
better as a result. X-Out-Loud: Emerging Ex-LGBT Voices bears further clear testimony to this truth, 
and shows why attempts to use the law to prevent such change must be resisted. Being LGBT is not 
like the Eagles’ Hotel California. It is a place you can leave, and you should permitted to do so.  

Martin Davie  
27.10.2021.  


