
Latimer Trust 
Monthly Reading List – May 2021 
This is a summary of recent books read by Martin Davie, compiling his evaluations and the commendations of 

others. In this edition: 

Author Title Martin’s opinion 

Brian Brock Disability: Living Into 
the Diversity of Christ’s 
Body 

The author challenges readers to re-conceive theologically what 

we mean by ‘disability’. He argues that the ‘disabled’ are not 

‘they’ to whom ‘we’ need to minister and that we are all called 

to support each other in a variety of ways within the body of 

Christ.  

James Eglinton Bavinck: A Critical 
Biography 

A major biography on the life and work of early 20th century 

Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck. According to the author, the 

six previous biographies have misrepresented Bavinck by failing 

to recognise how he successfully held together Reformed 

orthodoxy and modern thought. 

Sharon James How Christianity 
Transformed the World 

Excellent, accessible, popular introduction to how Christ 

transforms this world, as well as the world to come. Draws on 

work of writers such as Tom Holland, Rodney Stark and Paul 

Maier. Great as an encouragement for believers and as an 

apologetic resource. 

R B Jamieson The Paradox of Sonship Important new study  which explores Christology of Hebrews, 

specifically looking at the meaning of the term ‘Son’ as 

designation for Jesus. Recommended for serious students of 

the New Testament. 

Gavin Ortlund Finding the Right Hills 
to Die On: The Case for 
Theological Triage 

Excellent primer on how prioritise our theological and doctrinal 

battles. The author suggests ‘theological triage’ as a way 

forward. Highly relevant to those in the C of E and to all 

wanting to think about how to relate rightly to those with 

whom we disagree. 

 

M B Davie 

27.5.21  
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Brian Brock, Disability: Living Into the Diversity of Christ’s Body 

Baker Academic (2021), ISBN 9781540964212, £28.37 (e edition also available) 

Overview: 
Brian Brock is Professor of Moral and Practical Theology at the University of Aberdeen. He has written 

extensively on disability issues from a Christian perspective, and he is managing editor of the Journal of 

Disability and Religion.  

The starting point for his new book about disability is the conviction that ‘Most Christians have never 

thought much about disability.’ The book is written, he says, ‘for Christians who want to know where to 

begin thinking about it.’  

The book:  

...offers support to Christians with disabilities who want to help other Christians be more welcoming 

to disabled people.  

It is for pastors who are busy and care about ministry but don’t have time to read a heavy academic 

book on disability. 

It is for parents who have adopted or birthed a child with a disability and are amid the bewildering 

process of figuring out what this might mean for their view of God and their life in church. 

It is for congregants who are painfully aware that there are people with various disabilities in their 

churches, whose lives can be a struggle, but are not sure how to extend a better welcome to them in 

church. 

It is for Christians and their families who are struggling to understand how to relate to – and how 

God relates to – their loved one who has dementia or who has had a stroke or who has had a 

paralyzing accident. 

Christians in all these positions are in a painful place but also one with great promise, because once 

we begin to think about disability, we find ourselves led into the heart of the gospel in incredibly 

fruitful ways. Thinking about the disability experience also reminds us that our lives are fragile and 

vulnerable and that our own disabling may concern us more directly than we had ever considered. 

Brock goes on to say that he aims to take his readers on a journey. The journey begins:  

…by thinking about the experience of disability. Wrestling with what it might mean for each of us to 

become disabled offers readers a better vantage point from which to reconsider the unnoticed 

disability experiences in Scripture and the overlooked capacity of Christian doctrine to shed light on 

them. The aim of this journey is to help Christians reconceive how we live as church.  

A lot of good things are said today in schools and governments and businesses about inclusion. 

Inclusion is good, but it still presumes that disabled people are a ‘they’ whom ‘we’ need to include. I 

want to help Christians get beyond this modern habit of assuming that we cannot talk about 

disability without dividing up humanity into those who have disabilities and those who do not. And I 

want to do it in a way that helps Christians reimagine the day-to-day activities of the church. 

Once his readers have grasped this point, which is made forcefully in chapter one. Brock then wants them to 

‘tackle the job of re-thinking how we once understood the disability experience.’ This is the point of chapters 

two, three, and four of the book:  



 3 

...which draw attention to the biblical threads and theological claims that can help us understand 

disability better. Having made this disorienting and reorienting journey puts us in the right place to 

receive some useful hints about how to move, practically, toward being a more welcoming church to 

all the diversity of humankind. We are in the right place because we will have both the tools to think 

creatively about the challenges of our own unique situations and a sense of where to look to begin 

to put these effective but practical hints into practice. As we proceed, I will point in passing at other 

things interested readers might like to read among the more recent academic work in disability 

theology. The main way I will do this is by quoting the sources that have formed my thinking on a 

given topic. Make no mistake, my final target is wholly practical. I want to help the church rediscover 

the power of a gospel that bubbles up in the interactions that the Holy Spirit is calling Christians into 

with those who today carry the label ‘disabled.’  

Martin’s opinion: 
This book is not a ‘how to guide’ designed to help Christians to minister better to those who come into the 

category of persons who are ‘disabled’. Indeed, it argues that this whole way of viewing what Christians 

should be about is radically misconceived. Rather, in line with much contemporary theological thinking about 

disability, it argues that the Church consists of a range of people, all of whom have different abilities and 

disabilities, and we have to re-think what our ministry to each other means on that basis. The ‘disabled,’ it 

contends, are not the ‘they’ to whom ‘we’ minister. Rather we are all called to support each other in variety 

of different ways. and we all need to be on a journey in which we are constantly learning how to do this 

better. Not everyone will disagree with all the theology or biblical interpretation in this book, but everyone 

will benefit from Brock’s challenge to re-conceive theologically what we mean by ‘disability’ and what it 

means to be obedient to God’s call to minister to one another within the one body of Christ.  

Commendations: 
John Swinton has written:  

‘Brian Brock is one of the most interesting and original thinkers within the field of disability theology. In this 

balanced and thoughtful account Brock provides not only an excellent overview of the field but also new and 

original ways of thinking about disability and responding to the practical and theological issues that arise 

from thoughtful exploration. People new to the field and those of us who have been around for a while will 

find this book invaluable.’ 
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James Eglinton, Bavinck: A Critical Biography 

Baker Academic (2020), ISBN 9781540961358, £32.99 (e-edition also available) 

Overview: 
James Eglinton is Meldrum Senior Lecturer in Reformed Theology at the University of Edinburgh. He has 

written numerous books on the work of Herman Bavinck (1854–1921), a Dutch theologian who was a leading 

figure in the revival of traditional Calvinist theology at the beginning of the twentieth century alongside 

Abraham Kuyper and B B Warfield. Eglinton’s new book is a major critical biography of Bavinck which 

challenges a widely held view of Bavinck and his theology.  

As Eglinton explains in the introduction to this book, Bavinck deserves a biography because he is an 

important historical figure whose work continues to be studied by a growing audience today:  

...in the early twentieth-century Netherlands, Herman Bavinck was a household name. To his 

contemporaries, he was known not only as a brilliant theologian. To them, he was also – among 

other things – a pioneer in psychology, a pedagogical reformer, a champion for girls’ education and 

advocate of women’s voting rights, a parliamentarian, and a journalist. He was, and in some circles 

today remains, a person of international significance. In 1908, for example, Bavinck gave the 

prestigious Stone Lectures in Princeton, before which President Theodore Roosevelt received him 

and his wife at the White House. Bavinck was the kind of Dutchman whose foreign travels were 

chronicled in the national press and who would then return to give sold-out lectures across the 

country on his impressions and experiences overseas. A century later, a growing international 

audience reads his works in a host of languages. 

The reason why Bavinck deserves a new biography to add to the six that have been written already is 

because, according to Eglinton, previous writers have misrepresented Bavinck’s life and work:  

In the second half of the twentieth century, much secondary literature on Bavinck relied on a 

puzzling set of terms to describe him as something of a ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ figure in the Reformed 

tradition. In reading works that noted his unusual combination of conservative Calvinist orthodoxy 

and apparent modernism, I encountered the regular description of two separate Herman Bavincks: 

one orthodox and the other modern. In these sources, the presence of these orthodox and modern 

elements of his life and thought was consistently attributed to two irreconcilable impulses. Bavinck 

was (or rather, as I had often read, the two conflicted Herman Bavincks were) pushed and pulled by 

opposing and contradictory forces and never able to settle on one direction. As for its impact on the 

growing field of Bavinck studies, this portrayal was seen, for example, in Jan Veenhof’s classic 

description of the ‘two Bavincks’ and ‘two poles’ in Bavinck’s thought and eventually led to Malcolm 

Yarnell’s unfortunate use of the language of ‘schizophrenia’ as a descriptor for Bavinck’s theological 

efforts. 

In his previous book on Bavinck’s doctrine of God, Trinity and Organism (T&T Clark, 2012), Eglinton argued 

that this ‘two Bavincks model’ should be rejected in favour of the view that Bavinck was a creative 

theologian who developed a way ‘to hold orthodoxy and modernity in some kind of critical equipoise.’ The 

purpose of this new biography is to re-read Bavinck’s life and work in the light of this new view of him. In 

Eglinton’s words:  

My biography has a particular aim: to tell the story of a man whose theologically laced personal 

narrative explored the possibility of an orthodox life in a changing world. Its foundations in Trinity 

and Organism lend no motivation to ignore or downplay either crises of faith or resolute Reformed 

convictions on Bavinck’s part. It does not intend to draw contemporary applications of Bavinck for 

either self-professedly ‘orthodox’ or ‘modern’ readers. To the contrary, its disavowal of the ‘two 
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Bavincks’ model means it is set free from those obligations. As a consequence, this freedom entails 

the opportunity to consider his life anew. In that light, this biography is an attempt to retrace the 

narrative of his life and, in so doing, to chart the development of his (single, rather than divided) 

theological vision.  

Martin’s opinion: 
Eglinton’s work is, as I have indicated, a major critical biography based on extensive research in primary 

sources as well as interaction with the secondary literature on Bavinck’s life and work. However, it is clearly 

written and will be accessible to anyone with a reasonable knowledge of theology.  

This book is an important new resource for students of historical theology and will also be valuable to those 

who want to learn from the past how to bring orthodox Christian theology and the insights of modern 

thought into a creative dialogue. It will be of particular interest to two sets of people. First, to those who 

have not previously come across Bavinck and who want a reliable and up-to-date introduction to his life and 

thought. Secondly, it will be of interest to those who already know about Bavinck and who want to pursue 

Eglinton’s argument that Bavinck was a major thinker who succeeded in holding Reformed orthodoxy and 

modern thought in a creative critical equipoise rather than paying attention to one at the expense of the 

other.  

Commendations: 
Timothy Keller comments:  

‘When it comes to theologians that contemporary church leaders should be reading, I don’t know of a more 

important one than Herman Bavinck. Because so much of his corpus has only recently been translated, we in 

the English-speaking world have not yet had the full benefit of Bavinck’s rich thought, which seems unique in 

how it stays fully biblical while taking into account the history of the church, of philosophy, and of social 

currents. But no one can grasp the theology of an Augustine or Aquinas, a Calvin or Luther, without knowing 

their life and context. James Eglinton has provided this in his new critical biography of the greatest Reformed 

theologian of the twentieth century. It is a very important yet highly readable volume.’  
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Sharon James, How Christianity Transformed the World 

Christian Focus (2021), ISBN 9781527106475, £7.99 (e edition also available) 

Overview: 
Sharon James is a lay theologian who has written a number of well received introductions to various aspects 

of Christian theology and ethics. The starting point for her new book is the observation that:  

Many people today would agree that Christianity has transformed the world – but for the worse. The 

‘new atheists’ don’t just see Christianity as wrong, but evil. They believe that we need to be liberated 

from outdated ideas of moral absolutes. Science (not religion) can solve our problems.  

The way history is sometimes presented is that Enlightened Rome (pagan) collapsed; then came the 

Dark Ages (religious superstition); but during the Renaissance and Enlightenment, human reason 

triumphed over religion. Humanity then entered the uplands of scientific progress unhindered by 

faith. Human virtue (without God) could achieve human rights, freedom and prosperity. 

James then goes on to point out that this way of reading history has been comprehensively discredited in 

recent years by writers such as Tom Holland, Rodney Stark and Paul Maier, who have shown that what the 

careful study of history in fact shows is that Christianity has transformed the world for the better rather than 

for the worse. Her work, she says, is a popular introduction to the findings of such writers.  

James acknowledges that Christians have perpetrated injustices in the names of Christ, and that ‘Christians 

don’t have a monopoly on virtue and compassion.’ Nevertheless ‘from the inception of the Christian Church 

at Pentecost, the followers of Jesus have sought to love their neighbour and to reflect God’s moral character’ 

and we can ‘trace at least some of the beneficial and widespread impact that this has had.’  

Her book making this case is in ten chapters. As she explains:  

In chapters one and two we will consider the theme of freedom. Chapter three will look at the 

question of justice. We’ll turn in chapters four and five to the protection of life and the dignity of 

women. In chapter six and seven we’ll consider philanthropy and healthcare. Chapters eight and nine 

will deal with educational provision and the work ethic. In the final chapter we’ll contrast two views 

of history.  

In the final chapter James contrasts the ‘new atheists’ view of history with the biblical viewpoint expounded 

by the eighteen century American theologian Jonathan Edwards which sees history in terms of the triumph 

of Christ. She concludes that, like Edwards:  

We can be confident in God and his good purposes for history! We long for the return of our Lord 

Jesus. We know that at that Day every knee will finally bow to him. But until he returns we are not 

content to see whole nations in bondage to false systems of thought which keep people away from 

Christ. We want to see God glorified in every place, and we want to reach out to proclaim the good 

news of the gospel and to show Christ’s love as we love our neighbour. 

As we look back, we admit that human sin has often spoiled the testimony of God’s people. There is 

no room for pride. But by God’s grace, His people have often had a transformative effect. We’ve 

touched on just a few episodes of that story. And as we look forward, along with those believers who 

have gone before, some of whom we’ve remembered in this book, we can be certain that the future 

is ‘as bright as the promises of God.’  



 7 

Martin’s opinion: 
This is an excellent, popular introduction to a vital topic. The victory of Christ has already transformed the 

world for the better, not only by preparing people for the world to come, but by transforming their lives in 

this world as well. Sharon James’s book tells this story in an accurate but accessible fashion. It is a great 

encouragement for believers and an excellent apologetic resource. Buy a copy yourself and share it with 

others! Strongly recommended.  

Commendations: 
Jon Bloom writes:  

‘Whether you’re a believer or unbeliever in Christianity, this book will make you glad and grateful that you 

live in a world so profoundly and pervasively shaped by Christianity. And if you’ve been influenced to believe 

that the Christian gospel is a virulent intellectual infection that should be eradicated, that it robs people of 

joy and freedom, that it oppresses women and makes its heavenly-minded adherents of little earthly good, 

then you very much need to read this book. As Sharon James’s extensive research reveals, ‘Real history tells 

a very different story – one that will fill you with all the right kinds of wonder.’ 
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R B Jamieson, The Paradox of Sonship  

IVP Academic (2021), ISBN 9780830848867, £21.20 (e edition also available) 
 

Bobby Jamieson is associate pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC. He is the author of a 

number of books on Christian doctrine and on the interpretation of the Epistle to the Hebrews.  

His new book in the IVP Studies in Christian Doctrine and Scripture series explores the Christology of 

Hebrews. More specifically, it is about the meaning of the term ‘Son’ as a designation for Jesus in Hebrews. 

In Jamieson’s words:  

This book is about a name – or rather, a title, ‘Son,’ that at one crucial juncture the author of the 

epistle to the Hebrews calls a name. The fundamental question this book asks is, What does the 

author of Hebrews mean by calling Jesus the ‘Son’? Is ‘Son’ a title given Jesus at his enthronement as 

Messiah, his session at God’s right hand? Or does ‘Son’ denote his eternal inclusion in the identity of 

the one true God?  

Jamieson goes on to say:  

In this book I will argue that we should answer ‘yes’ to both questions and that the second is crucial 

for, not in tension with, the first. More specifically, I will advance three theses about Jesus’ sonship 

in Hebrews. First ‘Son ‘designates Jesus’ distinct mode of divine existence. The Son eternally exists as 

God and as distinct from the Father and the Spirit. Second, ‘Son’ also designates the office of 

messianic rule to which Jesus is appointed at his enthronement. Jesus is appointed Son when he sits 

down at God’s right hand in heaven. Third, Jesus can become the messianic Son only because he is 

the divine Son Incarnate. According to Hebrews, Messiah is a theandric office: only one who is both 

divine and human can do all that Hebrews says the Messiah does. 

Jamieson develops this argument in six chapters. 

In chapter one he introduces six conceptual tools for rightly understanding the Christology of a text such as 

Hebrews and how he understands ‘the relationship between Hebrews’ Christology and that of the church’s 

ecumenical creeds.  

In chapter two he argues that Hebrews uses the term ‘Son’ to designate ‘Jesus’ distinct mode of divine 

existence’ as the second person of the Trinity.  

In chapter three he gives an overview of what Hebrews has to say about Jesus’ incarnate mission and argues 

that Hebrews says that the Son had to become human at the incarnation and be exalted to the right hand of 

God in order to ‘become his people’s source of salvation.’  

In chapter four he argues that ‘Jesus was appointed messianic Son at his enthronement in heaven.’  

In chapter five he argues that ‘Jesus can only become the messianic Son because he is the divine Son 

incarnate. Jesus’ divinity is a necessary though not sufficient condition for his messianic rule.’  

Finally, his concluding chapter synthesizes, extends, and applies the findings of the previous chapters. 

Jamieson compares Hebrew’s Christology to what is said in the Chalcedonian Confession (the classic Patristic 

statement of Christology), suggests that Acts 2:36 and Romans 1:3-4 use the term ‘Son’ in the same way as 

Hebrews, and reflects ‘on the role of Christ’s person in Hebrew’s pastoral program.’  

Martin’s opinion: 
Jamieson’s new book is an important new study of Hebrews. It is important for two reasons. First it offers a 

convincing way of understanding the different ways in which the writer to the Hebrews uses the term ‘Son.’ 
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Anyone who simply wants to understand Hebrews better will benefit from reading this book. Secondly, he 

shows that modern New Testament scholars who contrast what Hebrews teaches about Jesus’ Sonship with 

the classical Patristic understanding of Christ’s Sonship are simply wrong because ‘Hebrews and Chalcedon 

tell essentially the same story of salvation, starring the same protagonist, God the Son incarnate.’  

This is a book by an important younger scholar for serious students of the New Testament. Anyone who 

come into that category who wants to understand better Hebrews, or Christology, or both, should read this 

book. 

Commendations: 
Scott Swain comments:  

‘It is only fitting that the one who is the Father’s Son by nature should fill the role of Son in the Father’s 

household, from his incarnation and atonement to his resurrection and enthronement. This simple claim, 

according to Bobby Jamieson, is the key to the Christology of Hebrews. Grasping this claim, however, has not 

been a simple matter for modern interpreters. In a work of great hermeneutical and theological 

sophistication, Jamieson draws on six classical Christological reading strategies forgotten or ignored by many 

modern interpreters to help us better see the glory of the Son of God in the epistle to the Hebrews. 
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Gavin Ortlund, Finding the Right Hills to Die On: The Case for Theological Triage 

Crossway (2020), ISBN 9781433567421, £14.50 (e and audio editions also available) 

Overview: 
Gavin Ortlund is an American Congregationalist theologian who is the senior pastor at the First Baptist 

Church in Ojai, California.  

As Ortlund explains in his introduction, his book is about finding the happy mean between fighting over 

every doctrine and not being prepared to fight for any doctrine at all. In his words, it is about how to find:  

…the place of wisdom, love, and courage that will best serve the church and advance the gospel in 

our fractured times. In other words, it’s about finding the right hills to die on.  

Drawing on the work of the Baptist theologian Albert Mohler, he uses the metaphor of ‘theological triage’ 

for this idea. Triage, he says:  

…is essentially a system of prioritization. It is often used in medical contexts. For instance, if you are 

a doctor on a battlefield, you cannot treat every wounded soldier simultaneously, so you must 

develop a process to determine what injuries you treat first.  

While everyone recognises the importance of triage in this sort of medical context:  

…we often forget to think in the same way about theology. Sometimes we flatten out all doctrine – 

either because we want to fight about everything, or because we have some kind of functional 

theological triage, but we have not thought it through very self-consciously. As a result, it is 

determined reactively by our circumstances and temperament rather than proactively by Scripture 

and principle.  

Ortlund thinks it would be better if Christians did not flatten out all doctrine, but instead responded to 

differences about doctrinal matters in a principled and proactive manner. In order to help them to do this, 

he puts forward a fourfold ranking of doctrines:  

• First-rank doctrines are essential to the gospel itself.  

• Second-rank doctrines are urgent for the health and practice of the church such that they frequently 

cause Christians to separate at the level of the local church, denomination and/or ministry.  

• Third-rank doctrines are important to Christian theology, but not enough to justify separation or 

division among Christians.  

• Fourth-rank doctrines are unimportant to our gospel witness and ministerial collaboration.  

The right approach to doctrinal differences, he contends, is to learn how to distinguish which doctrines fit 

into which category, and how to handle differences over doctrines in these different categories in an 

appropriately differentiated manner, so that we do not treat differences over matters in one category in a 

way that is appropriate to differences over matters in another category.  

In the main body of his book, Ortlund explores these points in more detail. He looks at the dangers of a 

‘doctrinal sectarianism’ that treats all differences of doctrine as equally important, and a ‘doctrinal 

minimalism’ that treats them as all equally unimportant. He explains how his own theological journey has 

shown him the importance of learning how to handle differences over secondary and tertiary doctrines in an 

appropriate manner. He considers what kind of doctrines fit into his four categories of doctrine, and what it 

means to handle differences in each category appropriately.  

Finally, he emphasises that in doing theological triage, ‘humility is the first thing, the second thing, and the 

third thing, It is our constant need, no matter what Issue we are facing.’ Humility, he says: 
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…teaches us to navigate life with sensitivity to the distinction between what we don’t know and 

what we don’t know that we don’t know. This encourages us to engage in theological disagreement 

with careful listening, a willingness to learn, and openness to receiving new information or adjusting 

our perspective. Pride makes us stagnant; humility makes us nimble. 

We need, he says, to learn to be ‘honest’, ‘tactful,’ ‘gracious,’ and to put our trust in the fact that God ‘is 

attentively watching over the path we walk – including our theological migrations! Put your hope in him. Be 

true to your conscience, and he will open the right doors in the right timing.’  

Martin’s opinion: 
This book is particularly relevant to those in the Church of England at the moment because the whole of the 

current Living in Love and Faith process is precisely about the right way to classify and handle doctrinal 

differences with regard to human sexual identity and behaviour. However, there were doctrinal differences 

in the Church of England before the process began and there will be once it has finished. Doctrinal 

differences are, as Ortlund suggests, a permanent feature of the Church of England, and of all other churches 

as well.  

This means we have to learn how to respond rightly to the existence of these differences, we have to learn 

to do ‘theological triage’ and Ortlund’s book is an excellent primer on what this involves. Whether or not you 

agree with Ortlund’s own position on the issues he discusses, reading his book will force you to think deeply 

on why you think what you do about them, and how to relate rightly to those who think differently from you. 

This book should be read by all starting their theological studies or ministerial training, and should also be 

widely read by ordinary lay people who want to understand what to think and how to act when others in 

their church see things differently from the way they do. 

Commendations: 
Sam Allberry has written 

‘There are few needs today as urgent as the one Gavin Ortlund so ably addresses in this wonderful book. 

Healthy theological perspective and poise are all too absent in an age of immediate escalation and rage. This 

book could transform our thinking, our capacity for fellowship, and our witness to the world. I pray it is read 

widely and heeded deeply.’ 
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